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Rev. xir. 13. 


Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from e 


Tia, ſaith the Spirit, that they may ref fre their Labours; 
and their Worts ds follow them. 


EATH is ſo certain, and fo frequently abs to our 7 
minds, that we might think we required no other ad- 
monitions upon the ſubject than thoſe ſuggeſted by the daily 
occurrences of Providence. Almighty God is ſo careful to 
prepare us for this awful and important revolution, that, for 
this purpoſe, he truſts not the eloquence, abilities, rites, or 8 
ſervices of the human race; but powerfully prompts our con- 
ſideration by the marked ſteps of his own adminiſtration. 
Theſe ſpeak in the language of Heaven to the children of 
men, which muſt be both powerful and refined, and caleula- 
ted, without much human aid, to make deep impreflion on re- 
flecting minds. If we look around, and, in our day, can per- 
ceive none of the early inhabitants of the earth, what does 


their departure intimate ta us? If the Patriarchs, Apoſtles, 


Heroes of antiquity, and men of the laſt age, however emi- 
nent in their day, have ſubmitted to the common lot of hu- 
manity, can we hope for exemption ? 
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It appears, from the event, to have been the deſign of our 
Creator and Ruler to give exiſtence to a greater number of 
men on this earth than it can at one period contain. On this 
principle it is neceſſary that they ſhould appear on the ſtage 
of life in ſucceſſion ; that one generation, after a certain time 
of preparation for new and grander ſcenes in another life, 
_ ſhould give place to an approaching race, and this to others, 
*till the purpoſes of Providence with man, on this globe, be 
finally accompliſhed. | 


— 


According to this part of the divine plan, it is now our 
turn to appear on this theatre, and act our part. Soon it 9 
vill be our time, likewiſe, to leave it ; and either receive the — | 
approbation of the Vari Ruler, or feel the effect of his | 

| diſpleaſure. 


th Numbers of our cotemporaries, in every country of the 
world; many of our friends and relations, under our eye, are 
already ſtepping off the ſtage. Daily we are employed in ta- 
king leave, ſometimes of thoſe older, and ſometimes of others 
younger than we. Do not theſe events addreſs a powerful 
language to us ? Can we be thoughtleſs enough to ſuppoſe 
that our reſidence here will be much longer than that of our 
friends? Can we amuſe ourſelves with ideas of immortality 
on this earth, when the reſt of our race daily mingle with their N 
Kindred duſt? Or, that we will renew our Fouth, and begin || 
to a& our part with freſh vigour while others decay? No, 1 
we cannot ſurely thus deceive ourſelves. | 


As this ſtep of Providence can neither be miſtaken nor op- 

poſed, ſo the very meaſures that lead us to our latter end, ſug- 

- geſt, likewiſe, various conſiderations to reconcile us to that 
event. The diftreſles, the pains numerous and acute, the = 

growing frailties of out bodies, tell us to value the pleaſures 
of the mind and intelleQual acquirements. The failure of 
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fi * hearing, and other external ſenſes, perſuade us ts think 
of a period when we muſt act without their aid, and to rely. 

for happineſs on our internal faculties and their improve 
ments. Our feeble limbs, unable much longer to fupport 
their burthen : Our extenuated frame, by pictureſque image- 
ry, a powerful oratory, convince us Nature begins to deſert 
her office, and is ready to abandon her earthly charge. When 
we view men with their intellectual faculties impaired, whether 
by ſympathy with their external frame, or oppreſſed with its 
infirmities : When we conſider the memory, imagination and. 
© underſtanding for a time apparently dormant, we are rouſed 
FE by theſe ſtriking figures. Can any be at a loſs to compre- 
bend the meaning of theſe circumſtances, which thus accom- 
pany age, and render the laſt years of human life burthen- 
p 1 ſome to ourſelves and our friends? Are we not thus taught 
to conſider life, extended to an unuſual length, by no means 
deſirable; to look forward, with pleaſure, to that ſtate 
where the mind, free from a cumbrous load of clay, will agaig 
_ diſplay its native vigour.in ſublime exertions z and to prepare 
for that new and grander theatre, on which we are yet to ac 
a nobler part, and, with reſpect to common appreheuſion, 
more under the view of the Supreme Being, and exalted orders. 


From ſuch reflections, and anticipations, as well as from 
the conſideration of many unpleaſant incidents in life, ſeldom 
have wiſe men, in any age, expreſſed a deſire to renew their 
courſe, or, however pleaſant the recolle&ion of youthful in- 
nocence and amuſement may have been, have they wed: to 
recommence the period of infancy. 


By our very progreſs through life, then, the A gras 


dually weans us from it, and raiſes our faith and hopes to ano- 
ther and better. 


As death is thus ſounded upon principles which in. 
dicate wiſdom and love, on the part of God, to our 
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race, it is incumbent upon us frequently to reflect upon the 
fubjeR, that bis wiſe and kind deſigns may not be diſappoĩnt- 
ed nor N e in the courſe of 1 
entirely loſt. 


Wich a view more particularly to ahn our Wand 

upon the preſent occaſion, I have choſen theſe words: & Blef- 
«ſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth : 
Vea, faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their ads ; 
«and their works do follow them.” 


10 the itluſtration of the ſubject at greater length, I purpoſe 
1. Todelineate the characters ſaid to die in the Lord: 


| 2. To conſider the nature of their happineſs, as deſcribed 
in the text: 


And, then, to ———__ with a few obſervations. 


| All men are placed in this world, in a ſtate of trial and 
| probation, for a future and better. Thoſe of the human race 
wha have already appeared in this life, or, who are yet to 
ſucceed, ate, in another Rate, to be judged by the Univerſal 


Ruler, and rewarded or puniſhed according to the part they 
have performed. 


Prom this principle, then, it is evident, that thoſe who die 
in the Lord, are thoſe who have lived in him : That thoſe 
who are to receive his approbation hereafter, are ſuch who 
have vbeyed his will here, and have perſevered in a courſe of 
piety, virtue, and real goodneſs. Theſe are the principles of 
God's moral government; and Jeſus Chriſt has declared them - 
to be the rules of his procedure at the laſt day. We are not 
to hazard our eternal happineſs upon opinions which in the 
nd may prove deceitful, We muſt underſtand too, that we 
ire to be rewarded, in a future ſtate, not for aur actions, but 
pecarding to them. Neither the joys of eternal life, nor the 

TON | | bounties 
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thoughts to an unſeen and eternal ſtate of exiſtence. 


WEE 


bounties of Providence, are the prize of our own virtue" t | 


— 
Lag 


merit; for in our moſt correct courſe, we fall ort of our | 


duty, and, therefore, cannot preſume to hope for rewards. 


Vet that fame good and kind Being who has brought vs ie 


exiſtence, and loaded us with benefits in this life, without any 
previous ſervices on our part, has likewiſe condeſcendell to 
declare, that he will, of his own love and grace, \beftow-on 
the pious, wiſe, and good, eternal life; and that he will raife 


ſuch to honors and diſtinctions in a future ſtate, according to 


their degrees of goodneſs in this; not on account of their pi» 
ous and virtuous actions; for though more ſplendid, they 
could merit nothing of God, nor diſcharge even obliga» 
tions af gratitude. But as the Supreme Being has made us 
capable to apprehend the rules of his wiſe and univerſal ad- 
miniſtration, if we would approve ourſelves his good children 
and dutiful ſubjects, we muſt act upon the E Princes 
of his government. 


'To at on theſe maxims, is, coſtudy ws nature = . 
ter, the principles of his conduct, and, by imitation, to affi= 
mulate our diſpoſitions tohis moral perfeRions;—to diſcharge 


the duties of piety and gratitude; - to become, in our inter- 
cCourſe with men, conformable to him in love, righteouſneſs, 


holineſs, and to be pure and temperate in private life. . This 
ſuppaſes, too, a determination to reſiſt and overcome tempta- 


tions to profanity, malevolence, and all „ 


to have lived in the Lord is to die in his love. 23A 


"Theſe noble ends are promoted, and theſe nen aber. 
ons acquired by various means. 


1. By exerciling our faith o on the Great Crater and Judge J 
of the Univerſe, through the works of Creation, Proyidence, 


and Grace; and frequently, through them, directing our | 


2. By 
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2. By employing our hopes, confidence, and truſt in the f | 


© affurances of the Almighty; in the concluſions of reaſon, 
- with regard to joys to come ; and the well grounded expecta- 


tion of happineſs inthe ſociety of all the wiſe, pious, juſt and 
| good, who will kave lived from the beginning to the end of 
the world. 


. Theſe conſiderations muſt animate us in a courſe of ac- 
tive goodneſs and love in this life, and prompt us to affiſt in 
rendering our fellow-creatures as happy as we would wiſh to 
de z not only becauſe ſuch conduct may gratify our own incli- 


nations and beſt promote our particular happineſs and that of 
- others, but becauſe it is the will of our Creator, our Guar- 


Kan, and Judge, who freely beſtowed upon us all the good 
„ e now enjoy, and who has, for "ths * better, i in reſerve. 


Such diſpoſitions and condu& prepare men for dying in the 
Lord. Many, however, in their laſt moments, may be un- 
able, from bodily diſtreſs, or weakneſs, to expreſs their pious 
ſentiments, or to manifeſt their good principles. Vet 
theſe diſpoſitions are known to God, who will ſoon declare 
them to an aſſembled univerſe. And men, as far as their 
judgment is concerned, have better reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
maxims, which appeared in a continued courſe of piety and 
Active virtue, than with any ſhort and late profeſſion af devo- 
on, however ardent, becauſe they have little, or no ground, to 
believe this repentance different from a momentary agitation 
of ſpirits, occaſioned by an idea of approaching diſſolution, 
or a dread of appearing in the more immediate preſence of 
| God. Therefore, we have reaſon to diſtruſt ſuch repentance 
ae in its nature and ſymptoms. 


Kent raced the charaQers laid to die in the Lord, 


a, Allow me now to conſider the nature of their happineſs, 
as deſcribed in the text. | 
3 an Th 
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1. is faid;! they are Vieſſed' from" hmatfrehi* Many Joys. 


muſt take place immediately on the death of ſuch en,” which 
muſt exceed our apprehenſiom both in their nature and degree. | 


* 


Some muſt reſult ſrom 4 môre full knowledge" of the nature 
and perfections of the Deity, and the wiſe principles of his 
government, both in the natural and moral world; others; 
from a more intimate acquaintance with the various orders of 
beings and the laws under which they act. Theſe pleaſüres, 
and many more we know nothing of, muſt then be felt in fulk 
force; and; at preſent,” they form defightful fubjects of ſpe⸗ 
culation. But che text mentions ſome grounds of happinefs 
which in this life are more familiar to our apprehenſions. It 
1s faid, they ref from their labours. The Chriſtian life, as > 
ſtate of probation and a courſe of diſcipline for 2 grander ex- 
iſtence, muſt, in its own nature, abound wirn difficulties. 
Accordingly, in every ſtage and ſituation of hutian'exiſterice; 
our race are expoſed to trials and dangers. Youth, mantiovd: 
and age; health and ſickneſs; proſperity” and adverſity; or. | 
a mediocrity of fortune, afford them noble opportunities of 
_ diſplaying their virtues. In the midft of various temptations; 
they are to diſcoyer their prudence, or | folly; fortitude; or 
want of ſpirit ; invincible piety, or grief for their faults, and a 
diſpoſition to reform; their gratitude, or patience and reſigun- 
tion to the divine will ; they muſt ſhew the worthy; or falſe and 
treacherous principles of their own heart. In the diſcharge of 
their various duties, they meet oppoſition ſometimes from evil 
inclinations, and ſometimes from the prevailing cuſtoms and ex- 
amples of a wicked world. Theſe difficulties good Chriſtians 
muſt engage with courage, ande over them they muſt triumph. To 
obtain this conqueſt, it requires not only ſtrength and piety of 
mind, but continued care and cireumſpection, as well as perſeve- 
rance and ſelf-denial, For fleſe reaſons, our preſent courſe of trial 
has often been compared to a ſtate of warfare, to a race, to a 


e 
combat, which are hazardous employments, and require cau- 
tion and various exertion. The moment, then, which ſets 
them free from theſe Bruggles, or raiſes them ſuperior to 
them, introduces, ta the ſoul; peace and a dignified tranquility. 

The time which relieves. them, too, from the diſtreſſes and 
| affliions of the body, muſt be the commencement of a. glo- 
rious and happy æra. Such a revolution, takes place at the 
death of good men. For ſtom hencetorth they reſt from all 
their labours. Their race is run. They have fought 1 the 
good fight. They have obtained the victory, and their brows 
are adorned with a crown Nui. 


2. It is ſaid, « ee works 40 follow Wd" & + heſe may 
= 7 rar ” 


1. Their uſual exuccifes of piety * FEY to the Al- 
mighty, and of love, equity, and beneficence to their fellow- 
creatures. If their happineſs on earth conſiſted in contem- 
plating the character of the Deity, the principles of his admi- 

niſtration, and the various diſplays of his power, wiſdom, and 
grace; in imitating his moral perfections, by becoming 
pure, wiſe, juſt, and benevolent, like him, in doing good to 
others; and in a freedom from all guilt ; how delighted muſt 


they be by ſuch opportunities to acquire higher attainments 
in theſe graces and virtues. . 


2. Their good work may be underſtood to follow them 
as evidences of their love to God; of their faith in him, and 
"their compliance with his will. Their worthy actions will 
appear as teſtimonies of their regard to their brethren of men; 
of their integrity, candor and honor in their intercourſe with 
the world ; and as proofs of their moderation and ſelf· go- 
vernment. | 


3. Their good works will follow ies AS the ſubject of 
divine 3 and of the B and diſtinctions which the 
Almighty 


_ Almighty will beſtow wad jramith id the prone of lata” 7 
ring world. 


; | bx 
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ay They will accompany them 3 as the ſource of  joytul 2 1 
flection through eternal ages. | * 


vt 5 f £4 Of 1 ah: 
But muſt l ſtop here to enquire what muſt be jt hk. 
on of thoſe who have no gaod actions to follow them ? What 5 
then will they produce as evidences of their love, their piety and 
deuotion to their Creator, Preſerver, Redeemer, and Judge of | 
| their faith and their obedience ? What will they exhibit as tſ- 
timanies of their affeftion and charity for their fellew-creatures, 
; of their candor and equity ? and as proofs of their ' temperance 
and regularity i in their private conduct? What ations 
they be able to bring forward as the ſubje& of divine applauſe, 
and of the high rewards and diſtinctions Which God bas then 
to beſtow ? But when we think that bad works will follow 
them, as inſtances of their profanity and impiety ; ; their injuſ= 
. tice and malevolence; and their private irregulatities 3 what 
ſources of uneaſy reflection muſt they carry in their own 
breaſts, in addition to many other evils ? Leaving theſe un- 


pleaſant ideas, [et us reſume. a more delightful pact of the ſub- 
jet. 1558 „ 


' = 


Permit me then to conclude with 2 few obſervations. 


#. A. © +. 4&3 p 


We muſt bs ſatisfied of the bappipels,of lining and Fe 
inthe Lord, from the train of our preſent reflections. They 
have been ſuggeſted and conducted as a ſource of true conſos. 
lation to the friends of worthy perſons who have thus lived and 
died. Such are daily quitting the ſtage of life. The loſs of 
| ſuch a character, ſince our laſt meeting, we at preſent lament, 
and, we hope, the conſiderations now employed may be of ſer-. 
vice in ſoothing our affliction, which will be apt to be ſevere 
whenever we recollect his conduct and diſpoſition, Mr. 
Firris has been long known to you all, and as long, and as 
B 2 ps univerlally 
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| . for/the exemplary-tenor. of kis life. He 


was highly and juſtly reſpected for his regard to the Deity, 


and fora regular diſcharge of thoſe pious duties, both of + 


public and private nature, which, of right, belong to the Su- 


preme Ruler and Judge of all. 


FEreryt ſpecies ofiq mpiety andirreli zion was known! to be offen- 
ſive a0 bim. The philanthropy of his mind, the candor and liber- 
lity | of bis public tranſactions, and his humane treatment of the 


unfortunste, are: avowed by the world. While he afforded age- 


nerous aid to honeſt induſtry, he was never, known to diſtreſs 
thoſe indet bted to him, Remembering the obligations under 
which; all n men ke to Heaven, and which they cannot diſcharge, 
he thowed | to his brethren the ſame mercy and indulgenca 
which he, himſelf craved from God. Private indigence, fre- 
quently, from him, met relief, By his munificence, he became 
a father to the fatherleſs, a huſband to the widow, and a guar- 
dian to the poor. While he was eſteemed and. beloved j in 


| bp public character, as a citizen and a member of a religious. 


community, his domeſtic felicity proved him a. good Huſband, 
A good Father, and poſſeſſed of thoſe qualities which, in a pri- 
vate ſphere, conſtitute the endearing F riend and worthy Com- 


panion. 


Such a re had time ty diftreſs reſpetted and 4 ſpared 


| worth, would ſtill have been uſeful and ſtill valued, | But age 
and infirmity, which regard the good, no more than the bad; 

aud their ravages, which attack without diſtinction, make us 
lets regret his departure. As he was unable longer to enjoy 
| the bleſſings and comforts of this life; though miniſtered to 


him by liberal hands; or, in his laſt hours, to anticipate the 
higher enjoyments of the next, his change ſhould be conſi- 
dered as a happy relief to him and a ſource of comfort to his 
friends; eſpecially as we have groutids to believe that he is 
happy with his God and his Judge. 


—— -* wo 
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211 Why: then ſhould we regret Wesdehssekreh s 3 
his abſence, as thoſe without hope? ,Whateverijuſt ruft 
we may have to lament our own loſs, ought we not ti ve 
too in his happiaeſs? However natural it be to indulge e 
moment, the movements of natural affection, are there n 
ful emotions due to his exaltation? Ought wenot'torevel- 
lect, that our misſortune is his gain, and that our ſeparation - 
is but for 4 ſhort: period ? There is yet a-glarious ſcene-of 
exiſtence; in which righteous ſouls enter, and age ig act their | 
part in a ſocial capacity, where they will Wd nobler com- 
munion and partake higher felicities than we nean here con 
ceive; but which we hope ſoon to participate? Would then 
our affections recall our departed-friends to this ftatey we ma 
be aſſured, we would counteract their inelinations and injure 
their happineſs? By bringing them again on the ſtage of this 
world, why would we make them renew a courſeof life for which 
no wiſe man ever wiſhed ? Why would we deſire they ſnould 
again begin thoſe trials which they have finiſhed with ho- 
nor? Would we tecall them to thoſe labours from which 
they now reſt? Would we engage them again in thoſe diffi- | 
culties and confli ts which already they have overcome ? Why : 
wiſh them to begin a-ſecond time the race which they have 


won ? or, renew the fight from which they went af t vie- 
be be; t en 4 e ie wes 


59 1. 
Let us ceaſe then, leſt our mourning grieve the good Spirit 


who has now left us. Let us be aſſured, if we could hear him 

in a ſtate of happineſs, he would ſay to us, as our Saviour, to 
his diſciples :—* If you loved me, ye would rejoice, becauſe 

„J am now with your Father and with my Father, with your 
God and my God:”—< A little while and ye ſhall not ſee 

«© me, and, again, a little while and ye ſhall ſee me.” Let us, 
then, willingly obey his admonitions, as well as liſten to the 

voice of Providence, and remain, this little while, with pati- 
- ence and reſignation, 'till we rejoin him in that bleſſed ſociety, | 


S7% ; 
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above. What, though we cannot enter theſe bright regions 
of our Father's houſe, before we enter the dark valley? his 
Raft will ſupport and comfort us. What, though our faith 
cannot be turned into viſion, nor our hopes into enjoyment, 
before we end our trials? the courſe is not long; the race will 
| foon be run, and the good fight ſoon be over. What, though 
our friends or we cannot enter into glory, before we endure 
| the pain of ſeparation ? 'tis but for a ſhort period. What, 
though we now part in tears? we will ſoon meet in joy. 
What though this mortal cannot put on immortality, and rife 
in glory before it be ſown in corruption? And what though 
this earth cannot be renewed before it be conſigned to 
the flames ? let us remember, the glorious. period of our re- 
demption draweth nigh, when the new heavens and the new 
earth will be prepared for our reception; where there will be 
no more ſin nor wickedneſs; but where dwell righteouſneſs 
and peace ; and, of courſe, where will be no more ſorrow nor 
pain, no more. diſtreſs nor affliction ; where the ravages of 
age, of time, and of death, will be known no more; and 
where all tears will be wiped from our eye Theſe joys 
will ſoon be realized, and, aſſuredly, if we keep in mind, 
while alive, the declaration of the text :—*< Bleſſed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth : Vea, faith 
« the Spirit, that they may reſt how Weir labouis, and their 


« works do denen, them.“ V 8 | 
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